- MOUNT CHURCH/RAPPAHANNOCK ACADEMY
- FORT A P HILL, VIRGINIA

by Edward Ayres and Mary Beaudry
Southside Historical Sites, Inc.

c¢/o Department of Anthropology
College of William and Mary
Williamsburg, Virginia

November 1979

Historical Background

Afier the Revolution the large brick structure that had served as the
second St. Mary's Parish church fell into disuse and was allowed to deteriorate.
Although the Reverend Abner Waugh continued to serve as rector of the
parish until 1808, his lack of religious zeal combined with the dis-establishment
of the organized church in Virginia and a lack of interest in the Anglican faith
in the area resulted in Mount Church's virtual abandonment by or before 1804¢.
The building soon became the abode of snakes and the site of drunken parties.1

In 1804 the Reverend Waugh and others petitioned the Virginia General
Assembly for permission to sell the glebe land. The petition also requested that
the interest from the principal sum received be used to support Waugh during
his incumbency. The following year the Assembly authorized this action and
appointed five trustees to be responsible for carrying out the glebe sale, the
loaning out of the proceeds, and the payment of the interest.2

By 1808 the Reverend Waugh was dead, and a group of citizens asked the
Assembly to allow the glebe money to be applied toward establishing an academy
in Caroline. The legislature again acted promptly, and in January 1809 a bill
was passed establishing the incorporating an scadamy to be located in St Mary's
Parish. The five trustees -- John Taylor, John T. Woodford, Laurence Battaile,
Hay Battaile and Revhen Turner -~ were to use the glebe moneyv to buy
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the option of adding funds gottes from ”llémv their glebe 1ands to the proposed
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the mpin ‘*mﬂw huitline Ty Docembor 18190 the trustees again petitioned the

bagislatore, Stating that the other parishes in the county had refused o join St

Mary's in establishing an academy, the trustees asked poermission to use the old
Meunt Thureh m"!f%na rand gave a nomber of regzons v !" this was desirable.
¥irst, the trostees had heen ymmigedi 20 acres immediat i; surronnding the
church as a gift from the owners. Second, the location was both healthy and
central. Third, "The brick walls of the church are strong and scund, ahout 20
feet pitch above the ground and ite three gable ends are emare!}- of brick. as are
the walls of the vestyy house. and a spacions inclosure of the vard: so that it way
be converted into {wo stories at little cost, for which, and the chimueys, there aye
a sufficient number of bricks,” Among cther jnstifications the frustees noted
that the copverted fwo-story buildine wonld contaip 6 480 saonare feet, w!wrm‘«:
the money then available would only pavy for 2 new building one-third that siz

They assured the legislature that a reom 40 by 30 feet would be set aside as a
schoelroom and fhat it would he wade availabie for divine worshin on Sundays,
{nev also pointed out that the church was nearly in ruins and that the roof was
avoof i fall fa. The trestees assured the Assembly fhat such a lacge, spacious
building conld eniy increase their chances of attracting students and offering
thew n beiter eduention. § he besisiature again acted promptly and amended the
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3t s pot kpnown how Jong 1 1. O'Fiaheriv continued ns headmaster of the

Kappauannock Academy after 1821, Charles A. Lewis is believed to have held

this office fro several vears during the late 1820s or eariv 1830s. The acadewy
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may have fallen on hard times during this period a‘éP@ may have closed down
brieity abouf 1835 since it was without a hmhhmm ¥,

By 1840 the school had twentyv-five =tudents and the he "sa ster waz a

“Mr. Foster™. Several letters written in 1841 by Edward Phelps, a futor ot the
academy. have survived.,  Phelps, who was from Vermont, (i%“%ﬁ!“lhf&ﬂ HIES
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impressions of (he counlevside and soviety of Careline County, his siudents, and
his bacheler life-sivie. He was paid well, $38 per month with board, a room, fuel
and a servant for teaching five davs per week, &

By 1843 the uﬁar@} was in financial straite. The trusiees were forced to
seek permission o seii par{ of the iand held in trust fo aiyimﬂ f:u)uoh monpey to
pay for badly needed repairs i the dilapidated buildings. The trustees pointed
out that doring recent year enrollment had been fow (it stood af ounly twenty
boys thaf vear), and therefore income form tuition bad been failing. The General
Assembly duiv granted the pecessary authority to sell no more the 250 acies of
the acadeny’s lapd. 9

The pexi five years seem {o have brought bmprovement in the academy'y

fortupes. By 1847 the school had iu effect become o military academy and was
now calied Rappah&}:nw!,. Academy and Miitary Imstitute. The schos! was

nndey the divection of George B, Butler ac prf-fﬁf%m'ﬁ 'ﬁm'izm fhe cessions of TE4R
and 1849, Svillivin Malicwe. 2 gradoate of the Virginia Militayy instituic, was a
tutor in charge of the mathemativs and mililary wumimmm The school was

divided intn three deparfments - Englich Afathematics and Classies - with

additional military nsivection in ractics and Grifling. Tuition and expenses weve
set at 8130 vearlsy, Ther ve three brick buildings b aik a,;u'u caliv for e use
of the :1:-:253014 reoIms 1fr seventy-five boarders, and 2 ;
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&, AL § 3(?5;?%‘ 4 Orai ]

uu

ate of Oxiord, was an

£t ¢ seems {0
?;;;;3:‘5:: _ rapect of the o « gistalure
:fs!_axizs?:ra,.T?a_i i the arms Iately belongine to the Port Roval iyu;’zrd@: be
Rappahannoc

arp.
-

%
=)
-
=
[eal
g
-
et

-
..,L
g
fon]
aog.
B
Bl
-y
-
o
£ A
v
B
'b
‘ﬂh
wrh
wennl
wd
,.,/ -

e
i
o
A
-
eTEs
”

e last vear :;;; the war. ;Eiz;bzﬁ

piit* 1

Ira iu*“i& Ol v TYankee”
6 the peap d f‘sﬁ-:am 1810 to 1380,

TRy ol a1




